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     Matthew: ACTS & FACTS
     19 years later we are here again to celebrate world science fiction in
     beautiful Glasgow.
     So let us know your impressions.

     Hello, Ben was here ;) Julcee too :3

     Dieter Schmidt:
     Second day of the WorldCon - and I discovered an unguarded keyboard.
     Thus I'll make use of this opportunity and hack some senseless words
     into this historical machine.
     As was to be expected, the wealth of programme items presented by
     the WorldCon team is absolutely overwhelming - how to choose?
     My solution: Yesterday I only visited the opening ceremony, and today
     (up to now, 4:15 pm) only one more item.
     But there is lots to see at other sites of the convention, anyways.
     Especially the dealer's room - with the handicap that this can be
     quite expensive (in sum).
     Apart from that, there are always old friends to meet (mostly from
     Germany, to be honest - but even those I don't meet every other day).
     And these meetings tend to expand into longer conversations (with
     often as senseless contents as this text), which are fun nevertheless!
     Concerning the weather, this is in Glasgow, oddly enough,
     worse than in ever-grey Hamburg. I therefore had to take along my
     umbrella and raincoat from my hotel room to the SEC site. On thursday,
     I did not and was promptly punished with (decent) rain on my way back
     (by foot) from the SEC to my (slightly weird) hotel "Ibis Budget".
     --- Don't complain that this text is completely senseless. I did
     announce this very aspect at the beginning of this gibberish, a
     zillion lines above ...

     Claudia Rapp:
     With every consecutive year, my panel attendance sinks, and my chat-
     ting with friends old and new increases. It is day 2 of worldcon, and
     I've managed to be at one program item.
     I am having a great time though, as could be expected, because by now
     I know quite a few people on the con circuit.
     Looking forward to Scalzi's disco tonight...
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     PEZI:
     Second day of WorldCon. My absolute favorite yesterday was DUNE -
     The Musical. It was awesome and hilarious. Today we started the Day
     waiting about 20 minutes for an elevator but luckily breakfast was
     extended for 10 minutes so we didn't need to start hungry.
     Fangorn showed his storyboard art, which was also really great. And
     I already spent some money in the dealer's room (even made a bid
     for an item in the art show). I am missing some of the things of
     the olden days, for instance buying a worldcon membership at the
     bidding table, or sticking a needle next to my name at the
     voodoo-board. We are getting older and WorldCon is changing.
     But what didn't change are the people - Fans are still Fans
     and it is so much fun to be among birds of the same feather.
     Have fun!

     Ralf aka Elffriend:
     This is my worldcon #4 (if we don't count the virtual one), and I'm
     enjoying myself massively. So much to choose from, such nice books
     to look at and to (possibly) buy. It's also the first worldcon where
     I am volunteering.

     Ralf aka Elffriend:
     Yesterday's symphony concert left me - as usual - an emotional wreck.
     As soon as they were playing the opening bars of the Star Treck theme,
     the onion ninjas were in da room. The other pieces were nice, having
     a bagpipe player was kind of nice (he seemed a bit shy, didn't want to
     take his applause). Fingal's cave was also nice because we visited
     Shaffa island two years ago. They had me again when Hannah Rarity did
     her encore (The parting glass - a capella, and what a voice!). And
     after that I was touched by the Apollo footage on the screen during
     "Moonlight". Tradition was broken, though, when the conductor did NOT
     have a light-saber-baton during the Star Wars suite.

     Ju Honisch:
     Glasgow. The city of fire alarms. 4 in 5 days. Still waiting for a
     fire, though. My solace and consolation: Luebeck marzipan. I'll do
     almost anything for marzipan.

     Warren Frey:
     Recently in Edinburgh I spotted a BBC Microcomputer,
     a ghost of my Anglophilic North American childhood. My only previous
     experience of this ancient totem was a British show on PBS that taught
     me how to use a computer I wouldn't lay eyes upon for another four
     decades.

     Aspen Somerton:
     This has been my first worldcon convention and it has been one of the
     best cons I've ever been to, as I've had a really wide selection of
     panels and opportunities that I haven't been offered in the past, and
     have been able to interact with different cultures that I would not
     be able to in day to day life.

     Michael J. Lowrey (Orange Mike):
     My heart is warmed as I participate in this truly global gathering of
     the fannish family. I will return to Wisconsin with my soul streng-
     thened with this marvelous reminder that Fandom IS A Way of Life!

     ----------------------------------------------------------------------
              If you write here you get a piece of marzipan.


